4i8                CONTEMPORARY ESSAYS.

change. This was the prelude to the day's proceedings.
Here were assembled for early prayer most of the Old
Catholic leaders, and many devout laymen. At nine
o'clock, we were in the great hall of the Gurzenich for
the first meeting of the delegates. The Giirzenich is
an old town building, which has been recently restored,
and is generally used for concerts, and other great
public meetings. It seemed to be associated in the
mind of every inhabitant of Cologne, with the masked
balls in the time of the Carnival before Lent. Through
the attention of Professor Huber, I was provided with
the chief seat at one of the reporters' tables. Pro-
fessor Von Shulte was voted to the chair. This choice
was unanimous. It was not necessary to see more
than I had seen at Bonn, to know that Shulte had won
his way to a high place among the leaders of the Old
Catholic movement. His calm clear intellect, his readi-
ness of speech, and his lawyer-like capacity for business,
marked him out at once as the most eligible man to
be President of the Congress, Shulte is Professor
of Canon Law at Prague, and bears some personal
resemblance to Bismarck. The business administration
of the Congress was admirable. There was fr&e dis-
cussion, but under fixed laws ; and the President
showed wonderful capacity in keeping the speakers to
the laws, and preventing the introduction of questions
for the discussion of which the proper time had not
yet come. After a few words from the Archbishop of
Utrecht, who seems to be a simple-miaded, pious man,
the Bishop of Lincoln read a Latia 'Oration, several
printed copies of which were distributed among the
delegates. The scope of it was a justification of the